
WATER 
EFFICIENCY

• Encourage the efficient
use of water

• Landscape to reduce
demands for public
water supply and 
treatment

*The Youth Center’s design, construction and operation are in accordance
with the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED TM) 
rating system, developed by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) 
to provide a national standard for what constitutes a “green building”.

Enclosed entrance 
and floor grid system
reduces energy loss and
improves air quality

Geothermal system
contains 18 wells 265
feet deep to heat and
cool the building

Stormwater 
management system
filters runoff and
recharges groundwater

Landscaping reduces
use of water, fertiliz-
ers, and pesticides
and shades building

Recycled metal roof
reflects summer’s heat
and reduces “heat island
effect” (higher tempera-
tures found in cities)

Recycled asphalt
paving (the old parking
lot was crushed up and
reused)

Recycled 
nylon carpeting

Waterless 
urinals, water saving
faucets and toilets 

Homasote ceiling tiles
made from recycled news-
papers. Ceiling metal grid
made from recycled steel

Restroom 
partitions contain 
recycled materials

Electric hand 
dryers reduce paper
waste. Restroom
mirrors, grab bars,
and towel dis-
pensers contain
recycled materials.

Water saving faucet
in arts and crafts
room

Reception cabinets 
made of rapidly renew-
able wheatboard that is
formaldehyde-free for
healthier air

Concrete pillars and
sidewalks contain
recycled fly ash
(waste from coal-fired
electric power plants)

Locally 
manufactured
brick

Recycled metal
siding

Bike racks contain recy-
cled content and reduce
automobile use

Local recycled
steel in door
frames and beams

Recycling and waste
collection area con-
structed from recycled
materials

Close proximity to a
local bus stop reduces
automobile use

Replacing the old 
outdated building with
the new Youth Center
reduced site impacts

Window blinds
contain recycled
aluminum 

Local recycled
rubber flooring

Cabinets made of
rapidly renewable
wheatboard

Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) certi-
fied wood used in
doors, door frames,
and window frames

Local recycled
steel in door
frames and
beams

ENERGY STAR windows 
reduce energy use. Plus the 
windows open up, allowing in
more daylight and fresh air

Cotton wall insula-
tion made from 
recycled blue jeans

Motion-sensor light fixtures turn on
and off automatically, so the lights
aren’t on when no one is in the room

Ceiling fans cir-
culate air and
reduce energy

Low-VOC paint and
floor glue are made
with less toxic chem-
icals, making the
indoor air healthier

Clerestory windows and inside
windows provide natural day-
light, reducing the need for
electricity

Porch overhang 
provides shade for
the windows on the
west, where it can
get pretty hot

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
AND ATMOSPHERE

• Improve energy efficiency

• Encourage renewable
and alternative energy
sources

• Support ozone protection
plans

INDOOR
ENVIRONMENTAL

QUALITY

• Protect and improve our
health by maintaining 
good indoor air quality
through proper ventilation
and use of non-toxic, 
low emission materials

• Provide comfortable,
adjustable lighting and 
room temperature

• Provide us with a connection
to the outdoor environment

INNOVATION 
AND 

DESIGN

• Encourage green design
creativity

Features of Our Green Building:
HOW DO YOU MEASURE “GREEN”?

The U.S. Green Building Council* set up the LEED rating
system with six categories that all buildings have to comply
with in order to call themselves “green”. Look for these
symbols throughout the building to see what makes our
Youth Center green:

30% of material use 36% of total energy use 30% of greenhouse 12% of water use 30% of waste 
emissions

MATERIALS AND
RESOURCES

• Select new materials and
resources that reduce
environmental impacts,
require less energy to
make and use, create
less pollution, and use up
fewer natural resources 

• Prevent waste and
encourage recycling

SUSTAINABLE SITE
PLANNING

• Encourage building on 
appropriate sites

• Reuse existing buildings 
and sites

• Protect and restore natu-
ral and agricultural areas

• Reduce automobile use

HOW BUILDINGS IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT

Buildings are everywhere!  They impact our natural environment, our economy,  our health, and our productivity. In the U.S., buildings are responsible for about:

WHY BUILD GREEN?

Green buildings provide important benefits:

• Environmental benefits. They conserve natural resources, reduce waste, 
and protect air and water quality, biodiversity, and ecosystem health.

• Economic benefits. They save money (especially on our energy bills!) and 
support the local economy.

• Health benefits. People who work in green buildings breathe cleaner air 
and enjoy a better working environment.

• Community benefits. Communities with green buildings require 
less water, sewers, and landfills, and may even have less traffic.

It’s Great to be Green!
Welcome to the City of Gaithersburg’s first green building. It’s called a green building because it has lots of features
to save money, improve health and help the environment. Look for signs throughout the building telling you about all the
unique, environmentally friendly features.

Facts and figures are presented for informational purposes and are subject to change. The City of Gaithersburg does not approve, endorse or attest to the accuracy or completeness of this information. 

Hallway 
panels made
from recycled
newspapers


